
Terms Definitions 

Deadly Weapon A weapon, device, instrument, material, or 
substance, animate or inanimate, that is used 
for, or is readily capable of causing death or 
serious bodily injury, except that such a term 
does NOT include a pocket knife with a blade 
of less than 2 1/2 inches in length. 

Firearm Any weapon that is designed to (or may readily 
be converted to) expel a projectile by the 
action of an explosive. This includes guns, 
bombs, grenades, mines, rockets, missiles, pipe 
bombs, or similar devices designed to explode 
and capable of causing bodily harm or property 
damage. 

Expulsion An action taken by the local educational 
agency removing a child from his/her regular 
school for disciplinary purposes for the 
remainder of the school year or longer in 
accordance with local educational agency 
policy.  

In-School Suspension Instances in which a child is temporarily 
removed from his/her regular classroom(s) for 
disciplinary purposes but remains under the 
direct supervision of school personnel. Direct 
supervision means school personnel are 
physically in the same location as students 
under their supervision. 

Suspension Instances in which a child is temporarily 

removed from his/her regular school for 

disciplinary purposes to another setting (e.g., 

home, behavior center). 

Removal by a Hearing Officer Those instances in which an impartial, 

Special Education Due Process hearing 

officer orders the removal of children with 

disabilities from their current educational 

placement to an appropriate alternative 

educational setting for not more than 45 

school days based on the hearing officer's 

determination that maintaining the child's 

current placement is substantially likely to 

result in injury to the child or others. The IEP 

team is responsible for determining the 

interim alternative educational setting. 

Serious Bodily Injury A bodily injury that involves substantial risk 

of death; extreme physical pain; protracted 

and obvious disfigurement; or protracted loss 

or impairment of the function of a bodily 

member, organ or faculty. 



Unilateral Removal Instance in which school personnel (not the 

IEP team) order the removal of children with 

disabilities from their current educational 

placement to an appropriate interim 

alternative educational setting for not more 

than 45 school days. The IEP team is 

responsible for determining the interim 

alternative educational setting. Unilateral 

removals do NOT include decisions by the 

IEP team to change a student's placement. 

Disciplinary Removal Any instance in which a child is removed 

from his/her educational placement for 

disciplinary purposes, including in-school 

suspension, out-of-school suspension, 

expulsion, removal by school personnel to an 

interim alternative educational setting for 

drug or weapon offenses or serious bodily 

injury, and removal by hearing officer for 

likely injury to self or others.  

Interim Alternative Educational Setting An appropriate setting determined by the 

child's IEP team in which the child is placed 

for no more than 45 school days. This setting 

enables the child to continue to receive 

educational services and participate in the 

general education curriculum (although in 

another setting) and to progress toward 

meeting the goals set out in the IEP. As 

appropriate, the setting includes functional 

behavioral assessment and behavioral 

intervention services and modifications to 

address the behavior violation so that it does 

not recur.  

Exit/Withdrawal Date The date following a student’s last day of 

membership in school.  Students with 

unexcused absences of more than ten 

consecutive days shall be exited on the day 

after the tenth day of the unexcused absence.  

For correspondence students, the exit date is 

the earlier of:  

            a) the date when notice is received 

from the parent or guardian that the student 

will no longer participate;  

            b) the date when the student enters 

and attends a regular school full-time; or,  

            c) 30 calendar days after which no 

contact is made or correspondence is received 

from the student, parent or guardian. 

 


